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and influenced by proficiency in the arts of peace and progress
than by any process of war or diplomacy.

Recently, in the Japanese Diet, Count Komura, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, in a speech on the foreign
policy of Japan, said that in view of their important and
close relations it was evident that the two nations should
draw tighter the ties of friendship and mutual consideration.
He intimated that long pending questions had recently been
adjusted satisfactorily, but others were not impossible of
adjustment if treated in a spirit of conciliation. Japan was
watching with sympathy and interest the progress of reforms
in China, and hoped that China would preserve domestic
order.

Many questions arose out of the Portsmouth Peace
Treaty, which caused irritation to China. She had been
excluded from any share in the negotiations leading to that
treaty, and she soon made it clear that she would not accept,
as sufficient, a rigorous literal interpretation of its provisions,
and many questions arose in connection with Manchuria
which pressed for adjustment, such as railway extension,
postal and telegraph facilities, and the arrangements for the
mining, fishing, and salt industries. These are, however, all
in the way of friendly adjustment, and the causes of friction
between the Governments of the two countries are being
removed. Their full discussion would take us into details,
which are beyond the limits of our present space. If
a friendly spirit prevails on both sides, the settlement of
the points at issue should be easy. The highest Japanese
authorities have shown the sincerest desire for a reasonable
settlement, but at the same time they expect the Chinese to
remember that without the intervention of Japanese arms
Manchuria would have been altogether and irretrievably
lost to them. The Tokyo correspondent of the Times
recently wrote: " Nothing seems to me more hopeful
for the usefulness and permanency of the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance than the anxiety which I have found here to remove
all misconceptions concerning the moderation and loyalty